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New Ideas for an Old  Lighthouse
By Mary Beth Baker, Executive Director

From San Francisco to New York, museums in historic buildings are being renovated, adding space to highlight special 
collections and to make room for cafés and gift shops, with the aim of increasing visitor numbers and revenues. Often 
controversial, these expansions blend the old and the new in innovative ways and sometimes become as much of a draw as 
the museums themselves. Designed by famous architects, such renovations are featured in magazines and attract younger 
audiences to old museums.1

Th is isn’t what the Stonington Historical Society has in mind in proposing a new addition to the Old Lighthouse Museum 
near the end of Stonington Point. Nor is SHS expecting to intensify the use of the site or to pay for the building’s needed 
restoration through increased revenues from private events or an upsurge in visitors. Rather, the plan is to continue the use of 
the Lighthouse as the successful small museum it has become over the past eighty-eight years, making the building safer, more 
secure, and providing handicapped access for the fi rst time. Th e project would be part of the building’s fi rst comprehensive 
restoration since the 1920s. 

                                      Oudens Ello Architecture
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The main entrance to the Old Lighthouse Museum would remain 
in place but be widened with a graded path across the lawn and 
around the building, in order to provide the fi rst universally 
accessible entrance in 88 years - at the rear of the 1840 structure. 

The new entrance and addition would not be visible from the front 
of the building and would give visitors with limited mobility a view 
of Little Narragansett Bay, something now available only from the 
tower. 

A modest gathering space for visitors would provide a needed 
outdoor area and new access to the museum. The size and style of 
the addition should not detract from the historic structure in terms 
of mass, scale, or architectural importance. The proposed design 
keeps this priority in mind.  

November
Programs

November 13 
6 pm 

 The History of 
Football and Soccer 

in Stonington
with Dave Erskine

Free and open to all. The 
La Grua Center, 32 Water 

Street, Stonington

November 19 
6 pm

Stonington Borough 
Fire Station

&  November 26                                    
6 pm               

Pawcatuck Fire Station 
33 Liberty Street

Buckets, 
Ladders, Hoses 
& Pumps: The 

History of Fire 
Apparatus in 
Stonington

Rob Palmer, a 40-year 
volunteer fi refi ghter and 

President of the Historical 
Society. The programs are 

free and open to all. 

Deck the Walls
with the 

Stonington 
Garden Club

Captain N. B. Palmer 
House

 Thursday, December 5,
6-8 pm

Preview Party  
Friday, December 6 

10-4
&

Saturday, December 7
10-4

Open House
Free Admission 

Trunk Show
Refreshments

Children's Topiary Workshop
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Th e historic preservation of the 1840 stone Lighthouse is 
the project’s highest priority, and an architectural fi rm based 
in Boston was chosen last year to work with SHS on the 
project. Th is fi rm, Oudens Ello, may not be famous yet, but it 
is worth noting that when SHS fi rst acquired and renovated 
the building in the 1920s, a famous architect was involved. 

In the 1920s, when the Historical Society began to 
renovate the building and grounds as a museum, SHS turned 
for leadership to a well-known New York architect, Edward 
Palmer York (1863-1928). “Yorkie,” as he was aff ectionately 
known, had family roots in Stonington – his mother was 
Harriet Clarinda Palmer (1828-1896) – the 14th child of 
Luther Palmer (1774-1864). York worked in the offi  ce of 
McKim, Mead, and White, until forming his own highly 
successful partnership with Philip Sawyer under the name 
of York and Sawyer. Bolstered by a string of Rockefeller 
commissions for Vassar College, the pair become known 
as “the High Priests of Design,” especially renowned for 
their now iconic bank buildings in New York and across the 
country.2 In 1915 York purchased and restored a Borough 
estate known as Th e Hill. Th e Old Lighthouse would be York’s 
last and smallest project. Purely a labor of love, his imprint 
on the building remains very much in evidence. Today, the 
Lighthouse Museum is the oldest museum in a lighthouse 
in the nation.

Oudens Ello Architecture was chosen for the current 
renovation from a fi eld of highly qualifi ed applicants. It was 
a tough decision, assigned by SHS’s Board of Directors to 
a specially appointed Lighthouse Committee.3 Th ough a 
comparatively small project (an additional 600 square feet to 
the existing footprint of the building), a number of architects 
from near and far answered our request for proposals, all highly 
qualifi ed and talented. In the end the most important factors 
were experience with historic renovations, sensitivity to scale, 
context, and the environment, and of course, cost for services.  
Th eir clients include colleges, libraries, and museums. Current 
projects include two on Martha's Vineyard: the West Tisbury 
Free Library renovation and addition and a restoration of a 
historic marine hospital for the Martha's Vineyard Museum.4        

In 2009 SHS launched a study on how best to ensure 
the preservation of the Old Lighthouse and its operation 
as a museum. Aided by a team of professional consultants 
including engineers, fi re safety experts, and historians, SHS 
focused on the building’s preservation requirements as well 
as options for making it more code compliant. Intense study 
of the building’s history and interpretation were part of the 
project. To help pay for the study, SHS won grants from the 
Connecticut Trust for Historic Preservation, the Connecticut 
Humanities Council, the Community Foundation of Eastern 
Connecticut, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
and Heritage Preservation’s Conservation Assessment 
Program. Generous friends, visitors, neighbors, and SHS 
members have pitched in to make the project move forward 
through donations of time and money.

Among the results of this eff ort is a new book on the 
building’s history: Stonington’s Old Lighthouse and Its Keepers 
by James Boylan and Betsy Wade, published by SHS. Boylan 
and Wade donated years of research and their unique 
professional talents to uncover entirely new information, 
skillfully woven into a moving narrative. “Within its granite 
and mortar,” the authors write, “lies a history of scandal, graft, 
illness, and death.” Abandoned after being decommissioned 
by the federal government, it was rescued by the SHS to serve 
as a local museum in 1925. Now, 88 years later, the story of 
the Lighthouse has been rescued by Wade and Boylan. Amply 
illustrated with historic photos and illustrations, the book is 
proving to be a local best-seller. Th e research contributed by 
the authors is also serving as a basis for new exhibits at the 
Lighthouse to interpret the lives of the keepers and their 
families. 

Th ese years of study have enabled SHS to grasp the extent 
of the building’s assets as well as its considerable challenges. 
Decades of damage by insects, climate control problems, old 
emergency renovations still in place, security issues, and wear 
and tear from the thousands of visitors who tour the museum 
each year – these have taken a toll. Th is is not surprising, 
even though SHS has been diligent about keeping up with 
maintenance. Recently, the beautiful slate roof was restored 
and the tower was repaired, thanks to the donations of friends 
and members. But, it has been 85 years since the building 
has undergone a comprehensive restoration, and the frame 
now needs renewal along with other infrastructure work. 
Meanwhile, SHS has recognized the need for improving 
public safety and access for visitors, staff , and volunteers.

In undertaking the current renovation, SHS plans 
to treat the 1920s work overseen by E.P. York as part of 
the building’s historic fabric, preserving diamond-paned 
casement windows (recently restored and protected with 
custom-made storm windows), fi replace, and other features 
which, though not original, contribute to the museum’s charm 
and remarkable history. (It has been a museum longer than 
it was a lighthouse.) Th e Old Lighthouse is on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

SHS’s goal is to safeguard the unique architectural 
character of the Lighthouse – inside and out – as well as to 
ensure greater security and preservation of its collections. An 
addition to the rear of the building is planned, an addition that 
would become the museum’s new visitor entrance, replacing 
the existing wood-frame ell. Th e ell was added shortly before 
the Lighthouse was decommissioned in 1889 and rebuilt 
several times over in the 20th century. Used as a closet and 
service area for staff , it has been subject to perennial leaks and 
structural problems that have contributed to the structure’s 
current preservation issues.

In working with Oudens Ello Architecture, SHS has 
considered a variety of diff erent styles and fi nishes for the 
new addition. Th e addition would not be visible from the 

                                             New Ideas Cont'd on Page 10
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The Incident of the Stonington 
Schooner Breakwater:  
A View from Indian Country

Jason R. Mancini, Ph.D.

By the early 1800s, most white visitors to the local Indian 
reservations would notice and comment that the residents “for the 
most part [were] very aged persons, widows, and fatherless children.”  
But over the past ten years, through a deeper understanding of 
the hidden and nuanced histories of American Indians - Pequots, 
Mohegans, Narragansetts, Wampanoags, and Shinnecocks to be 
specifi c - it has become clear that many hundreds went to port 
and to sea and often in groups.  Indian men were involved in 
shipbuilding, notably as riggers. Th ey served on naval, commerce, 
whaling, and even pirate vessels. Th ey were coopers, stewards, cooks, 
seamen, mates, marines, captains, and ship owners.  Some went to 
sea once. Some spent their lives at sea. Many gave their lives.  

Th rough my work on the Indian Mariners Project at the 
Pequot Museum, I have pursued many stories relating to the New 
England Indian experience that have taken me this past year to 
far-fl ung places like Hawai’i, Australia, New Zealand, and Alaska.  
Th ese untold tales reveal that Indians were not relegated to isolated 
reservations. Rather they, like their white neighbors, were present 
and actively engaged in many events that shaped colonial history 
locally, nationally, and internationally.  

In an ongoing collaboration with Mystic Seaport, the Indian 
Mariners Project has been using crew lists and logbooks to identify 
and map a number of voyages (all whaling so far) on a Google 
Earth platform.  Using Google Earth has allowed us to see multiple 
voyages at the same time and understand the larger patterns of 
movement and travel, including gams (congregating vessels at sea) 
and where vessels were sighted and whales were killed.  Maps also 
help contextualize events and can inform us where and how Indians 
(and others) gathered in places half a world away and what their 
experiences might have been.  

Maps are immensely important to developing new perspectives, 
but equally signifi cant are the fi rst-hand accounts that emerge 
from the mariners themselves who wrote about their particular 
adventures.  Th e most expansively narrated accounts of Indian travel 
comes from Paul Cuff e Jr., who chronicled his seafaring career in 
his 1839 memoir entitled, “Narrative of the Life and Adventures 
of Paul Cuff ee, A Pequot Indian: During Th irty Years Spent at 
Sea, and in Traveling in Foreign Lands.”  Son and namesake 
of the famed Wampanoag-Ashanti maritime entrepreneur and 
abolitionist, Cuff e, Sr., he detailed the routes, cargoes, and peoples 
encountered during his travels, providing a rare (and possibly the 
lone) opportunity to examine an Indian mariner’s career.  

Recently, however, I became aware of a narrative penned in 
1896 by Daniel W. Lamb.  Th ough Lamb was not an Indian, his 
“History of A Sealing Voyage On board the Schooner Breakwater of 
Stonington Connecticut in the year AD 1830 and 31,” does mention 
two Pequot mariners, Moses Brushell and Henry Shantup, who 
traveled with him and shared all of the experiences related in his 
account. A third Indian mariner, Charles Skesucks, appears on the 
offi  cial crew list but not in Lamb’s account. [Note: this is the only 
known reference to Skesucks’ existence, but his surname is present 
in Mohegan and Pequot tribal records. Th ere might have been a 
last minute change to the crew since Lamb is the only person from 
his account not identifi ed on the offi  cial crew list.]  

In his account of the 1830-31 voyage, Lamb provides a list 
of the crew and other vessels bound to the South Atlantic. Even 
before they arrived at their destination, unforeseen events would 
alter their voyage.  Below are excerpts from the account that have 
been furnished by Lamb’s great-great-grandson, Lee Hartman:

So having obtained A release from Capt Smith 
and pay for work I [Daniel W. Lamb] had done 
for him up to the latter part of July I shipped 
on board the schooner Break Water A fore and 
aft schooner of about 90 tons, Manned by the 
following named crew. Capt Daniel Carew of 
Stonington, fi rst mate Oliver York, of Stonington 
Second mate, Mr Coffi  n, of Stonington third 
mate, Robert Sutton, of Stoneington. Steward, 
Matthew Flores A Portuguese of the Western 
Isalnds, these were A family by themselves 
on board the vessel and lived in the cabin. 
Th e following were the crew they lived in the 
forecastle. Cook Solloman Heding A Negro, 
hands before the mast Robbert Allison of New 
York, Alexander Collins New York, Thomas 
Canada New York ____ Duryea Carpenter 
New York, Edmund P Irvin New York Daniel 
OBrian New York Moses Brushell of Groton 
A Pequot Indian, James Freman of Groton A 
Negro Frank Joseph A Portaguese of Western 
Isalands. Horrace Robberts Rhode Isaland. 
Edward Gardner of Rhode Isaland A Negro. 
Th ese names together with my own show A crew 
of thirteen men before the Mast and four in the 
Cabin in all seventeen…[eighteen men appear 
on the original crew list and one was later added 
from the Schooner Free Gift].

Google Earth map of Falkland Islands and Patagonia. Th e yellow pins are 
Port Desire (left) and Port Louis (right).  Th e orange pins represent the 
voyage route of Ship Connecticut (1830-1831).
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After making due preparations we took 
in water and on Th ursday Aug 12: AD 1830, 
we weighed Anchor And set Sail and shaped 
our course for Bonavista one of the Cape Verd 
Isalands to get salt to salt Seal skins. Th ree 
other Vessels in the same buisness and owned 
by the same company Sailed with us at the same 
time. Th ey were the Brig William Capt Wilbur 
the Schooner Harriet Capt Davidson and the 
Schooner Free Gift Capt Hall. We Sailed 
Eastward between Montauk Point, and Block 
Island, near sundown and the last land in sight 
to us was Lantern Hill, in the North East part 
of Groton [now Ledyard] and I saw no more 
land for forty days…

…on the 27th of September after completing 
our buisness at Bonavista and taking on A 
couple of Goats to make us some fresh meat 
we weighed anchor and in company with the 
brig William and the schooners Harriet and 
Free Gift, we put to sea and shaped our course 
for Patagonia…Th e offi  cers of these vesels had 
fi ne times visiting each other for ten or 15 days 
till after we crossed the Equator and till Capt 
Hall of the Free Gift became suspicious that his 
vessel was not Seaworthy. So A council of the 
offi  cers of the four vessels was called on board 
of her and she was condemed as being not sea 
worthy. Accordingly it was decided to divide 
her stores of provisions and her crew equally 
between the William the Harriet and the 
Breakwater and then set her on fi re. So when 
they had completed the work of dividing her 
Crew and her stores and sails they hove her too 
with fl ying jib set and set fi re to her. And so we 
witnessed the sad sight of A vessel burning at 
sea and thus ended the career of the Free Gift 
after serving her owners about twenty four 
years. Th ose of her crew who came aboard the 
Breakwater were Capt Hall of Stonington Wm 
Kenedy of Maine Alonzo Hedding and Pharao 
Hedding Negroes and brothers of Groton and 
Shumtup A Pequot Indian of Groton. We soon 
parted company with the Harriet and William 
and saw the Harriet no more…

During the season our crew took 1,000 fur 
seal the skins were worth $8 apeace and the 
captain having A chance to send them home 
by A vessel just going to stoneington sent them 
and that was our seasons work. But we intended 
to stay and have the benefi t of another sealing 
Season and while thus waiting we aimed to 
catch what game we could for our provission. We 
coasted along the coast visiting cape Blanco, near 
which was once A settlement now abandoned 
and not far from an extensive salt pond we 
visited Port Desire at the mouth of the river and 
Port St Eliza in Camarone Bay…

Lamb’s account is interesting and signifi cant both for the 
detailed (and verifi able) account he provided 65 years later and 
because the Schooner Breakwater and her crew found themselves 
at the center of an emerging and enduring maelstrom – an 
international dispute over the sovereign status of the Falkland 
Islands.  

Until this event, the Falkland Islands had been sparsely 
settled with temporary French, Spanish, English, Argentine, and 
American outposts. Beginning in the 18th century, they were 
used to resupply maritime vessels and by the 1810s and 1820s, the 
Falklands became an important place for hunting fur seals in which 
a number of local Stonington vessels participated.  But beginning 
in1828, the Buenos Aires government, by giving authority (as well 
as exclusive fi shing and sealing rights) to a new governor of the 
Falkland Islands, Louis Vernet, it essentially issued a proclamation 
of sovereignty over the islands. Vernet asserted his authority by 
seizing several American vessels including the Stonington schooner 
Harriet, brig William, and, later, the schooner Breakwater.  Several 
crewmembers of the Breakwater, including the captain, had left 
the schooner to visit Port Louis.  Th e account noted the following: 

The latter part of August AD 1831, we 
went into A harbor near Port Lewis but on the 
opposite side of the Isaland and the harbor in 
which we lay was separated from the town by A 
narrow strip of land A mile or two wide, so one 
day Capt Carew thought he would make Port 
Louis A visit. he selected his company the boat 
was lowered and he went with the following 
company Mr Coffi  n second mate Capt Hall 
Alonzo and Pharoah Hedding and William 
Hennedy they landed on the south side of the 
Harbor and there left the boat and went on 
foot to Port Lewis. Th is was intended to be A 
friendly visit and we thought they would soon 
return.  So as I was on deck A little afternoon 
I saw the boat returning and I went below into 
the forecastle and said to them that were there 
the Capt. Is coming. In A few minutes the boat 
came alongside and then one of our men came 
down and in A low tone almost a whisper he 
said there is some strangers come on board 
but not the captain and they have guns.  Tom 
Canada says let us make A rush for them and 
throw them Overboard. No says I keep still we 
have no arms and they have and if we undertake 
that we will somes of us get hurt.

So we kept quiet and went on deck and 
found they had possession of the vessel. Th eir 
leader was an English man Capt Brisbane and 
his men was Spaniards and Portuguse and 
English and I saw one American he was one of 
the crew of the William.  He told me that the 
William and the Harriet were both taken at 
Port Lewis. And now Capt Brisbane demands 
of Mr York our Vessels papers and all our arms 
and commands the crew of the Breakwater, to 
be put onto A small Isaland which was in the 
Harbor where we were and there to await further 
orders. Of course we had to obey…
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Th ough a remarkable turn of events, the fi rst mate, Oliver 
York, and others were able to retake the vessel, leave their former 
captors behind, and resupply in Pernambuco, Brazil, eventually 
returning the Breakwater home to Stonington.   Lamb’s narrative 
explains that:

During the night Th omas Canada was placed 
in the Forecastle where four of the guards slept 
while but one was on deck, prended to be sick 
and went aft to get medicine of Mr York who 
had found A musket which was not given up 
to Capt Brisbane. So Canada says to Mr York 
now is your time So Mr York and the steward 
captured and disarmed the sentinel and Tom 
Canada went to the forecastle and said the fi rs 
one that puts up his head I will knock out his 
brains with A hand spike…we left the Falkland 
Isalands and left our Captain and boats crew 
prisoners at Port Lewis the authorities there 
claiming that we were trespassers on their 
grounds and to show their great authority they 
made prizes of the Harriet the William and the 
Breakwater but the Breakwater escaped as I have 
shown but what was done with the other two 
vessels I know not. We continued our course 
and in A few days passed close by the Island of 
little Trinidad but did not land.

Th e crew arrived in Stonington without further incident, but 
the event was captured in several American newspapers.  In 1832, 
following the protest of the American consul in Buenos Aires, the 
USS Lexington was dispatched to the Falkland Islands and while 
there, destroyed the military capability of Vernet’s Port Louis.  
Shortly after this event, in January 1833, the British sent two 
warships and reasserted their control over the Falkland Islands.  
With the exception of a two-month period during the Falkland 
Islands War of 1982, the British government has maintained its 
sovereignty over the settlement.  

Capt. Carew and the others were repatriated to the United 
States soon after their imprisonment.  By October 1832, Carew and 
several members of his Breakwater crew, including Moses Brushell, 
Pharaoh Heady, and James Freeman sailed aboard the Schooner 
Frances of Stonington. Bound to the South Atlantic, they almost 
certainly resumed their seal hunting.  Th is time Brushell went to 
sea with family – probably a younger brother, Solomon.  

As I consider this story further, there are unexplored threads to 
follow.  Th e logbook and other papers belonging to the Schooner 
Breakwater were seized in the Falkland Islands.  If the logbook 
could be located in the Falkland Islands or in Buenos Aires, it might 
be mapped.  But what other stories would it reveal? Currently, only 
a partial accounting and log of the Breakwater’s return home appear 
in contemporary news accounts.  Additionally, in February 1831, 
at the same time the Breakwater was sealing along the east coast 
of Patagonia (Argentina), the Ship Connecticut from New London 
was whaling in the waters between Port Desire, Argentina and the 
Falkland Islands.  Th is voyage has been mapped on Google Earth 
through the Indian Mariners Project.  On board were Mohegans 
Edward Uncas, Jacob Shillett, and Th omas Williams. Did they 
cross paths? What other New England vessels were in these waters?    

Henry Shantup, Moses Brushell, and (possibly) Charles 
Skesucks, were ‘front and center’ in a signifi cant international 
standoff .  Th is account of the Schooner Breakwater allows us a 
glimpse of Indian lives far away from home. Other Indian mariners 
would be privy to events that would soon follow, including the Treaty 
of Waitangi (New Zealand, 1840) and the Great Mahele (Kingdom 
of Hawai’I, 1848).  How did events such as these inform mariner’s 
lives - materially, politically, and socially? How did they impact 
their lives back home? By dismantling the notion that Indians only 
lived on reservations, and acknowledging the fact that they traveled 
everywhere, many new stories will emerge. 

Th e Breakwater incident resulted in at least two important court 
cases. One, Oliver York v. Schooner Breakwater (1832) involved 
the fi rst mate, York, who “libelled” or claimed the schooner as 
salvage – that is, because of his action to reclaim the vessel that 
would have otherwise been lost, he believed that he was entitled 
to some level of ownership and fi nancial compensation.  York was 
awarded one-third of the proceeds of the vessel and its contents.  
A second case, Williams v. Suff olk Insurance Co., pitted the owner 
of the Breakwater against its insurers.  It was determined that the 
underwriters were “not discharged from their liability.” Th e case 
was so signifi cant to insurance claims and liabilities that an 1839 
United States Supreme Court ruling continues to be referenced in 
in American law books.  

Moses Brushell and his wife, Sylvia, “an Indiantown squaw 
of North Stonington,” had a daughter named Tamar. Tamar later 
married a Brazillian or Portuguese mariner named Emanuel 
Sebastian and they had nine children. Today, their descendants are 
citizens of both the Mashantucket and Eastern Pequot tribes.  

Author’s note: Th is article is a part of a larger eff ort to document the global 
presence and experiences of New England’s Indian mariners. It presents 
a series of initial thoughts regarding a particular voyage that provides 
witness to the Indian presence in the American seal fi shery. I am grateful 
to Lee Hartman for generously sharing this narrative written by his 
great-great-grandfather in 1896.  For more on Indian mariners, visit: 
www.indianmarinersproject.com

Crew List of the schooner Breakwater of Stonington, 1830



       Historical Footonotes  November  2013 7

Th omas K. Aalund
Mr. & Mrs. John Ackley III
Michael & Ann Adair
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson W. Aldrich
James R. & Pamela M. Alexander
Judy & John Alexander
Paul & Tina Allaire
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Allen
Dr. Luis & Sheila Alonso
C.  Doug Alves, Jr.
Jean M Anderson & William Taylor
Marjorie Anderson
Vicki & Scott Anderson
Barbara & Paul Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Willis Arndt
Frances Ashley
Genevieve Atwood
Abby Babcock
Nicholas Bacopoulos & Calypso Gounti
Mary E. Baker
Peter Balestracci
Damon & Sally Ball
Harriett Moore Ballard
Brian & Carole Barnard
McKim N. Barnes
Anne Bartholet
Ms. Shirley C. Beal
Randy Bean & Beth Black
Wendy  Benchley
Mr. & Mrs. Gary P. Bennett
Mrs. Allison C. Bennett
Geri-Anne Benning
Harriett M. Bessette
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Biddle
Benson P. Blake
Mr. & Mrs. Alan F. Blanchard
Dr. & Mrs. Norman Boas
Th e Bomster Family
Kevin Bowdler & Anne Fix
James Boylan & Betsy Wade
Jacqueline & Wendy Bradford
Sandra & Th omas Bragdon
Hope Brayton
Mr. & Mrs. William Breed

Anne & George Brengle
Pamela Brewster
Sylvia & Meredith Brown
Elizabeth Tobin Brown
Stillman Brown & Meg Raftis
Mrs. Malcolm F. Brown
Melissa H. Brown
Roger Brown & Dan Leonard
Deborah Soresino
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Bryant
Josephine R. Bump
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Burt
Mollie Burton
Wendy Bury
Nancy A. Bush
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff rey Callahan
Kate & Dan Careb
Betsy Carr
Mrs. Christine Carton
Mr. Robert Casey
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Castle
Dr. Melvin H. Chalfen
Mr. & Mrs. D.J. Charbonnier
Richard & Lois Cole
Elsa Hurlbut Cole
Tig G. & Kathy Conger
Mrs. Susan H. Connell
Mrs. James E. Connerton
Merrily & Michael Connery
Alan & Bonny Robinson Cook
Mrs Belton A. Copp
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Cordeiro
John M. & Doris M. Cory
Robert B. Costa
Virginia Cottrell-Colassano
Tony & Harriet Crane
Mr. & Mrs. John Cutter
Nad & Ted Danforth, Jr.
Kay & Dick Daniele
Cheryl & Charles Danis
Lyn McHugh & James Davidson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael H. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald G. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Tertius de Kay

Edward & Deborah Dear
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Del Balso
Arthur & Wynne Delmhorst
Mrs. William B. Denham
Dean DePietro
Clement L. Despard
Katie Dimancescu
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher P. Dixon
Mrs. Margaret K. Dodd
Deborah J. Donovan
Dr. & Mrs. Declan Doogan
Catherine Zehner Dorn
Mr. & Mrs. David S. Dresback
Steve C. Dune
Judith G. duPont
Th eresa Dyer
Richard & Denise Easton
Mr. & Mrs. David Eck
David C. Elks
Cynthia Elliott & Douglas Rice
Barbara Holland
Mr. Frank Eppinger
David & Marcia Erskine
Edwin G. Falkman & Ms. Della Drees
Richard & Vivie Farmer
Louise E. Fayal
Ms. Ingrid Feddersen
Joan Ferrari
Marcia & Jack Fix
Mr.  Th omas Flaherty
Dennis F. Flanagan
Mr.  Richard Flynn
Mr. F. Richards Ford III
Ronald & Mary Jane Foster
Th e Wimpfheimer Foundation
Mary Wolf & William E. Fowler III
Mrs. William H. Fuller
Alessandro & Nora Fusina
Susan Gabrielson
Mr. Patrick Gallagher
Gabriella P. Garrity
James & Jennifer Robertson-Geary
Phyllis Weaver & Gary Gerstein
Mr. & Mrs. Richard O. Gildersleeve

Donors support the Stonington Historical Society in many, many ways.  The following 
names represent those who gave  to a variety of campaigns over the past 12 months.  

Others gave gifts of their time, expertise, and enthusiasm.  Thank You!
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Mr. & Mrs. Jeff rey H. Gildersleeve
Mr. & Mrs. Marc E. Ginsberg
Mr. Stephen G. Glass
Henri  N. Gourd
Drs. Roger & Polly Graham
Colburn Graves, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Greene
Patric & Patricia Gregory
Mr. William J. Griffi  n
Brian & Allegra Griffi  ths
Sandy & Terry Grimes
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Groton III
Mary Elliott Haders
Mr. & Mrs. N. Terry Hall
Charles & Irene Hamm
Mr.  William Hargreaves & Sandy Murnay
Edward Hart
Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Hatton
Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Hauck, Jr.
William F. Haupt
Linda Hull & Stephen Healy
Peter & Susan Helie
J. Murray Henry
Sher Hertzler
Barbara Petty Heuer
Kathie Hewitt & George Gregson
Barbara S. Higgins
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Higgins
Kim & Lori Hill-Godette
Rita D. Hoadley
Mr. & Mrs. G. Warfi eld Hobbs IV
Timothy L. Hogen
Barbara Holland
Mr. & Mrs. Robin Honiss
Elizabeth Hopkins
Ms. Peyton C. Horne
Walter & Stephanie Houlihan
John & Cynthia Hritz, Atty
Ms K. Jean Hultine
Peter Humphrey
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Jachym
Mr. & Mrs. Lowell Jaeger
Bridget Jaeger
Margerett L. Jones
Joshua Kalkstein & Laura Beach
Angela Kanabis
Ray and Judy Keegan
Ginna & Richard Kelly
Jay & Linda Kiszkiel
Marie-Louise Knapp
Elizabeth Knope & Gary deSimone

Th omas J Kollar
Mary & John LaMattina
Mrs. Robert D. Langmann
Stephen & Wendy Lash
Inez A. Lattimore
Alicia Lazaro
Deborah Kotchen
William & Kathryn Lewis
Gary Lexa
Th e Rev. & Mrs. Douglas T. Lind
Catherine & Bruce Littman
Spike & Ann Lobdell
Vincent R. & Ann M. Loiacono
Jan Loomis
John A. Lowe
Kristine Lyman
Curt Lynch
Sylvia Lynch & Michael Schefers
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas J. Lyons
Meg Lyons & Geoff rey Little
Mrs. John A. MacFadyen
Mr. & Mrs. J. MacGregor
Dr. & Mrs. Bruce C. MacKinnon
Greg Spano & Laurence Madsen
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mahan
Guy E.C. Maitland
Harry & Susan Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Steven T. Martin
James & Glee McAnanly
Carol McBee
Donald McBride III
Mrs. Jerald W. McCoy
Mr. & Mrs. Edward McCreary
Bruce MacDonald
Michael & Kathy McKinley
Mrs. Charles W. Mehringer
Louis & Iris Meyer
Anne & Neil Meyer
William P. Middleton
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Miller
William & Judith Miner
Janis & Andreas Mink
Robert & Virginia Montgomery
Dorothea B. Moore
Mr. & Mrs. Th omas F. Moore
Th omas & Laura Moran
William B. Morris
William J. Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Motherway
Caroline & Scott Muller
Robert & Lynn Murray

Ellen A. Myers & David B. Fairman
Mr.  Frederick S. Nicholas, Jr
Pierce & Julie Noble
David & Linda Nolf
Patrick & Nancy Noonan
Jennifer Norcross
Debborah Norman
Mr. & Mrs. James H. North
Harry A. Northup, Jr.
Elizabeth Adams Noyes
Carolyn G. Nuzzi
Mr. & Mrs. John O'Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Juan O'Callahan
Jerry G. Olson & Vivian Stanley
Cormac & Moira O'Malley
Gary Orkney
Mr. & Mrs. Edward N. Osman
Laura & Don Paige
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard B. Palmer
Henry R. Palmer III
Cindy Palmer & Bill Kavanagh
Mrs. Louis B. Palmer
Anna Maria & Wright Palmer
Mr. Lucius N. Palmer & Ms. Sloane Lederer
David & Ann Palmer
Elizabeth  Palmer Solima
L.J. Panciera
Joyce & Francis Pandolfi 
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Papp
Greg & Abigail Park
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Parrilla
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph H. Parsons
Alexa & Dan Pearson
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Pellegrini
Bernard Pellegrino
Bernard & Brenda Percarpio
Roger A. Pike
Mrs. John Poinier
Elizabeth Scherr Poris
Everett J. & Marilyn H. Pouliot
Fanny Pratt
Melanie B. Pray
Joseph J. Purtill
Cheryl & David Purvis
John T. Racanelli & Ms. Betty Medsger
Susan Raff etto
Kathryn R. Reeves
Kenneth Reid
Colin & Margaret Frisch Revill
John Richmond
Julia & Michael Roberts



       Historical Footonotes  November 2013 9

Stone & Betsey Roberts
Ann & Jim Robins
Mr. & Mrs. William O. Rockwood
Mr Alexander J. Roepers
Sarah Rogovin & Mark Twiss
Dr. & Mrs. Peter C. Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Royce
Mr. & Mrs. A. William Rutherford
Dale & Robert G. Salmonsen
Mr. & Mrs. Th omas D. Sanford
Sarael & Tom. Sargent
Laura & Buz Sawyer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Scala
Mrs. Rudolph J. Schaefer III
Robin & Phil Schonberger
Walter R. Schwer
James & Barbara Scott
Laura Scott & Eric Utt
Richard Shaw
Maureen Sievers
Th e Hon. & Mrs. Robert R. Simmons
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Smith
K. Hoskins Smith
Bob Snyder
Mrs. William R. Soons
Bonnie Mills & Chris Sowden
Mark Spano & Kim Donahue
Mr. & Mrs. John Spencer
Dr. Nora H. Spens
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Spillane
Pete & Nicole Stajduhar
Marsha Standish
Gigi Bradford Stanford
Alix  & Janie Stanley
Nancy H. Steenburg
Henry  "Skip" Steiner
David & Elizabeth Stevenson
Mr. & Mrs. Blake Stevenson
Darren & Beth Ann Stewart
Charles & Alisa Storrow
Michael T Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth B. Tate
Mrs. Peter Shaw Th acher
Paul Tift
Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. Timberlake
Barbara Timken
Susan Tohbe & Charles Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Chaff e Toulmin
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Tufts
John & Christine Turrentine
Suzanne & Timothy Tyler

Diana Urban
Lissa van Dyke
Abigail Van Slyck & Mitchell R. Favreau
Amy Vandervelde
Catherine A. & David H. Vargas
Mr. & Mrs. Alan V. Vaskas
Daniel & Melissa Verdier
Mr. & Mrs. Bartholomew Voorsanger
Francis A. Wainwright, Jr.
Ruth H. Walsh
Howard & Victoria Wattenberg
Joshua G. Welch & Alejandra De Losada
Nancy L. Wells
Emily Wharton
Stephen & Maggie White
Katherine S. White
Mr. & Mrs. William Blunt White
Mr. Kevin Wildes
Patricia Wilhelm
Mr. C. Lawson Willard III
Kirby & Joseph Williams III
Andrew W. Wilson
Barbara M. Wilson
Priscilla Winn Barlow
Michael Wiseman & Helen Garten
James & Karen Wittliff 
Leith & Franklin S. Wood, Jr.
Gail Pendleton Young Workman
Muriel Wydler
Eugene & Georgia  York

Antiquarian Book Fair 
Seeking Donations

Th e Woolworth Librbary is currently 

accepting donations of gently used books 

on a variety of subjects in anticipation of 

an Antiquarian Book Fair.  
Subjects include Art, Architecture, 

History, Art History, Maps, Literature, 
Classics, Local History, Antiques, 
Geneaology, Heritage, & Culture. 

Winter Library Hours are Monday & 
Wendesdays 1-5 and on Saturdays 1-4. 

Th e Library will be closed from Dec 24, 
2013 through Jan 3, 2014.

We can help you select, pack, and will even 
pick up and deliver.  For more information, 
please call the R.W. Woolworth Library & 
Research Center

Please call:  860-535-1131 for more 
information. 

 RICHARD W. WOOLWORTH

 LIBRARY REPORT

Erratum
Member and researcher Sally Torodash corrected an article in the last issue of 

Footnotes: 

"I share Erin Walker's interest in the life of Charles P. Williams and his family 
for they are the subject of a biography I have been researching and writing for many 
years.  I also agree wholeheartedly with her statement  that "this one prominent family 
illustrates a large piece of Stonington history."  Th at said, I was taken aback by her 
comment that "Georgia sold the house on Main Street in 1904 to Chandler Wayland 
and began construction on a new home on Water St. for their son Charles, Jr."  Th at 
sale took place in 1902, not 1904 and Charles had no need of a new home because in 
1890 he had built "Stoneridge," his 30 room mansion on 80 acres of land on Montauk 
Avenue where he and his family spent their summers.  Maybe its time for someone 
to write the history of "Stoneridge" describing the pleasure it brought to Charles and 
his family.  It was the subject of many newspaper articles and when Charles sold it 
in 1925 it had a second life as a Country Club "known far and near by prominent 
people."    
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front of the building nor from the site’s main entrance on 
Water Street, but nonetheless the Lighthouse Committee 
is greatly concerned with how a new addition would look 
from the rear of the historic structure and how it would mesh 
architecturally. SHS will follow the guidelines recommended 
by the Secretary of the Interior for the treatment of historic 
structures as feasible.5

Th e initial impulse was to recreate a white clapboard 
structure, something reminiscent of the existing ell. It was 
soon realized, though, that a traditionally styled ell with 
gabled roof would compete with the 1840 stone structure in 
terms of mass and scale and would overpower the existing 
structure. Th e committee then decided to consider other 
styles, roof profi les, and alternate building materials in order 
to fi nd something that would carry less of a visual impact. 

Contrary to expectations, a vernacular clapboard addition 
seemed not to work as well as something resembling a 
garden pavilion, something that seemed almost transparent, 
an addition that was clearly diff erentiated from the original 
structure in style and material, and served to showcase 
the stone building rather than competing with it. Most 
people who have considered the alternatives think this low-
profi le design better fi ts the goal of preserving the defi ning 
characteristics of the stone Lighthouse. 

SHS wants the new entrance to the Old Lighthouse 
to be inviting and at same time as invisible as possible – a 
diffi  cult combination of requirements, to be sure. Certainly, 
SHS would like to turn more of the thousands of guests to 
the Lighthouse grounds into museum visitors, including 
those for whom steps and narrow passageways now make a 
visit impossible.

Of course not everyone thinks that SHS’s preferred 
conceptual design for the addition is to their liking. It has 
even been suggested that SHS maintain the Lighthouse as 
“an artifact” and move the contents of the museum elsewhere, 
leaving the building as an ornament for the neighborhood. 
Others disagree with this solution. 

SHS hopes to hear from everyone – members and 
nonmembers – about these and other issues. We need your 
individual opinions as well as your fi nancial support, in order 
to continue this challenging project. Please let us hear from 
you.

1  Among examples: leoh Ming Pei’s glass pyramid at the 
Louvre; Renzo Piano’s dazzling additions at the Morgan Library 
and the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum; Gwathmey Siegel’s 
addition to the Guggenheim. Th ere are dozens of others.

2  York & Sawyer buildings include the New York Historical 
Society, New York Athletic Club, many college buildings, clubs, 
as well as banks, among which is the beautiful Haier Building at 
1352-1362 Broadway in Manhattan and the Washington Trust in 
Westerly, RI. Most of their surviving buildings are on the National 
Register of Historic Places. For discussion, see http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/06/02/realestate/york-and-sawyer-and-the-majesty-of-
classicism.html. See also Hugh J. McCauley, “Visions of Kykuit, 
John D. Rockefeller’s House . . . .” Hudson Valley Historical Review 
(Sept. 1993) vol. 10, no. 2.

3  Th e Lighthouse Committee members are Rob Palmer, 
Rob Simmons, Janis Mink, Christine Turrentine, Bill Griffi  th, 
Meg Lyons, Dave Purvis, Meredith Brown, Barbara Timken, Betsy 
Wade, and Jim Boylan.

4  Oudens Ello Architecture is a Boston-based fi rm founded 
in 2007 by Matthew Oudens and Conrad Ello. Th e fi rm’s active 
work includes two important projects on Martha's Vineyard: a 
renovation and expansion of the West Tisbury Free Public Library, 
now under construction, and the master plan and expansion of the 
Martha's Vineyard Museum, which features the restoration of a 

10,000 square foot historic marine hospital in Vineyard 
Haven, MA. Other clients include Dartmouth College, 
Boston College, Th e Hyde Collection, Mystic Seaport 
and the towns of Eastham and Millis, MA.

5  As per guidelines recommended by the 
Secretary of the Interior Standards for the Treatment 
of Historic Buildings, new additions ought to be readily 
distinguishable from the older work, harmonious with 
the old in scale, massing, proportion, materials, and 
color. Such additions should be as inconspicuous as 
possible from the public view and should not compete 
with or challenge the historic building. See, http://
www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/14-exterior-
additions.htm . 

860 -535 -1233860 -535 -1233

New Ideas Cont'd from P. 3



       Historical Footonotes  November 2013 11

MYSTIC FUNERAL HOMEMYSTIC FUNERAL HOMEMYSTIC FUNERAL HOMEMYSTIC FUNERAL HOMEMYSTIC FUNERAL HOME
ROUTE 1   MYSTICROUTE 1   MYSTICROUTE 1   MYSTICROUTE 1   MYSTICROUTE 1   MYSTIC

FFFFFAMILAMILAMILAMILAMILY OWNED AND OPERAY OWNED AND OPERAY OWNED AND OPERAY OWNED AND OPERAY OWNED AND OPERATEDTEDTEDTEDTED

(860) 536-2888(860) 536-2888(860) 536-2888(860) 536-2888(860) 536-2888
INFORMAINFORMAINFORMAINFORMAINFORMATION@MYSTICFUNERAL HOME.COMTION@MYSTICFUNERAL HOME.COMTION@MYSTICFUNERAL HOME.COMTION@MYSTICFUNERAL HOME.COMTION@MYSTICFUNERAL HOME.COM

Robert (Not John) Fulton 
Jr. 1768-1815

By Mary Th acher 
In the recent reprint of Louise Pittaway’s 
Stonington A Moment in History “John Fulton” 
was mentioned as the man in New York 
City who wanted to run a steamboat line in 
Stonington, and was anxious for the War of 
1812 to end so he could do so.

Th e man in New York was indeed a Fulton, 
Robert Fulton Jr., a gifted artist and inventor of 
submarines, torpedoes and steamboats.  Born 14 
November 1765 in Little Britain, Pennsylvania 
to a farming family, Fulton began his career as 
a successful painter of landscapes and portraits, 
and by 1785 he was able to buy a farm in 
Hopewell.   In 1791 he went to Europe, where 
he stayed in England with the painter Benjamin 
West, a friend of his father’s.  He continued 
painting but was also interested in mechanical 
inventions, especially those involving navigation.

In 1797 he went to Paris, where he began to 
work on submarines and torpedoes.  He designed 
the fi rst working submarine, the Nautilus, built 
in 1800.  In Paris he met Th omas Paine and 
Captain Nathan Haley of Mystic, and with them 
tried to introduce steamboats to navigation on 
the Loire River.  (See Anne Bentz on Capt. 
Nathan Haley, Historical Footnotes February 
1980  “Sarah Luther Howe Martial”).  With 
Robert Livingston, the American Ambassador 
to France in 1801, he built a steamboat which 
ran on the Seine briefl y in 1803.  In 1804 he 
went to London to help the British forestall a 
Napoleonic invasion of their country, and where 
his torpedoes were put to use in the Battle of 
Boulogne.  By 1806 he returned to America, 
and married Robert Livingston’s niece, Harriet 
Livingston. In 1807 he and Livingston built 
the Clermont (fi rst known as the North River 
Steamboat), for which he is best known.

Fulton died of pneumonia on 24 February 
1815, contracted after trying to save a friend 
who fell through the ice on the Hudson River.  
Even if he had lived longer, it is doubtful that 
he would have had a commercial connection 
to Stonington, because of the Connecticut 
legislature’s act described in Louise’s 
article.  However there was later Stonington 
connection: on 20 June 1831, his daughter, 
Cornelia Livingston Fulton (1812-1893) married Edward H. Crary (1805-1848), the son 
of Peter Crary V and Betsey Denison, both born in Stonington.  Peter Crary and his 
brothers ran a profi table silk importing business in New York City, bought up the land for 
the Stonington Railroad in the early 1830’s, sold the land to the US Government for the 
lighthouse.  As Frankie Keane used to say, you meet Stonington people everywhere!
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Laura Paige
fine interior design

 d/b/a Stonington House    860-245-5455
 PO Box 387      stoningtonhouse@gmail.com
 Stonington, CT  06378

860-599-1571               CT. Lic#534774 

DAVID BARBONE
House Painting

Interior - Exterior
Light Carpentry

Wallpapering

 Fully Insured                           Since 1964

Paul R. Filippetti, CPA

Telephone: 860-536-3287 Ext. 106

Email: pfilippetti@mysticCPA.com

Website: www.mysticCPA.com

112 New London Road

Groton,CT 06340

Fax: 860-536-9684
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MATTERN & STEFON LAND SURVEYORS, LLC

Gerald J. Stefon, L.S.

New research by James Boylan and New research by James Boylan and 
Betsy Wade has uncovered a dark and Betsy Wade has uncovered a dark and 
hidden history.  Not the usual tales hidden history.  Not the usual tales 
of ships driven aground, or fanciful of ships driven aground, or fanciful 
ghost stories, this building contains ghost stories, this building contains 
disturbing human secrets: Within its disturbing human secrets: Within its 
granite and mortar lies a history of granite and mortar lies a history of 
scandal, graft, illness, and death.scandal, graft, illness, and death.
www.stoningtonhistory.org

WICK YORK
21 PALMER STREET
Stonington, CT
06378
(860) 535-1409
wyork@PortOne.com

Consultant in the Restoration, Rehabilitation, and 
Preservation of Historic and Older Buildings
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T r u s t e d  A d v i s o r s  S i n c e  1 8 0 0

Goodbye recorded message,
hello trusted advisor.

Welcome to wealth management by Washington Trust. We combine the expertise of the largest
firms with the individual attention of a personal financial advisor. You gain access to the most sought-after
investment options from around the world, complemented by expert and personalized service. As one of
the premier wealth management groups in New England, we are helping individuals and organizations
manage their wealth, fulfill their missions, and realize their dreams. To learn more, call Dick Boenning at
401-348-1308 or visit www.washtrust.com.
Non-deposit investment products are: Not deposits; Not FDIC insured; Not insured by any federal government agency; Not guaranteerd
by the Bank; and may go down in value.

The Old Lighthouse Museum 
opened its doors to fi fty 
athletes, coaches, Coast Guard 
volunteers, and parents of the 
Special Olympics Connecticut 
Fall Games Sailing Regatta 
at New England Science & 
Sailing.  After their races were 
called off at the last minute due 
to the strong winds, some quick 
thinking volunteers thought 
"Lighthouse!"  The staff greeted 
small groups of athletes and their 
coaches who enthusiastically 
toured the museum and posed 
lots of questions. A fantastically 
clear day showed off three states 
from the tower. Several visitors 
even claimed to see Taylor 
Swift’s house in Watch Hill, 
RI.  Even though sailing was 
out of the question there were 
plenty of smiling faces inside the 
lighthouse. 

Helen Hemphill, unknown, and Sally Frankenstein (pictured 
from l.- r. )- Sally lived on the corner of Williams and West Broad 
Street in Pawcatuck.  The 1887 Eastlake Victorian still stands today 
at 140 West Broad Street.  Fifteen year 
old Pawcatuck history enthusiast Connor 
Beverly has published a book about the 
house and its occupants after coming across 
several photographs and letters that once 
belonged to Sally Frankenstein.  The letters 
and photographs offer fi rst hand accounts 
of Pawcatuck's history in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries.  The book is available 
for $55 from Conner Beverly   27 North 
Broad Street  Pawcatuck, CT  06379



       

Deborah B. Norman
145 Water Street, Stonington, CT 06378-1323
860.535.2624  www.grandandwater.com
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Stonington Historical Society
P.O. Box 103  Stonington, CT 
06378-0103

Densmore Oil Co
Bank Square 

Mystic
536-7927

 We Make Warm 
Friends

NON-PROFIT ORG.

You can depend on the Dime –
for all your personal and business banking needs.

dime-bank.com | Member FDIC  |        Equal Housing Lender  

4 Cannon Square  • Stonington Borough • 860.535.0034 
ATM: Now available 24/7!

11 Convenient Locations


